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Evaluate Ralph’s ability as a leader.  Cite specific examples from the story that 
reveal his effectiveness and/or ineffectiveness to help you explain your ideas.   
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What different explanations do the boys come up with to explain the beast?  Why 
are some of the boys unable to accept the idea that there is no beast?  Refer to 
specific details in your response.  Explain ideas thoughtfully. 
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Ralph tells the group: “The rules are the only thing we’ve got!”  Jack responds by 
saying: “Bollocks to the rules!”  How do you feel about rules?  Do you agree with 
Ralph or Jack’s perspective?  Explain your ideas thoughtfully. 
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When the boys run off to do their dance, Ralph says:  “If I blow the conch and they 
don’t come back;  then we’ve had it.  We shan’t keep the fire going.  We’ll be like 
animals.  We’ll never be rescued.”  Is Ralph right?  Why or why not?  Do you agree 
with his decision to let the boys run off like savages?  Explain. 
 

 
 


