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Elie focuses on his father when he begins to lose the will to live.  He feels that he must stay alive 
to help his father.  If you were in Elie's situation, what one thing would give you the will to 
survive?  Why do you think so? 
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You have been developing open-ended questions to use when interviewing your partner.  Write 
five open-ended questions that you might ask Elie Wiesel about the experiences he describes. 
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Elie talks frequently about how much his father has aged.  It seems sometimes that Elie and his 
father have switched places, with Elie serving as parent and his father acting as the child.  Does 
his father feel the same way?  Imagine that you are his father.  From his perspective, reflect on 
how you feel about your relationship with your son during this trying time.  Refer to specific 
experiences described in the story in your narrative. 
 

 
 
 
 


